
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: Inventors and Inventions       Unit: 3 

Target Course/Grade Level:    Third Grade                                              Timeline: 6 weeks 

Unit Summary  

This unit focuses on the importance, the process and the creativity involved in inventing.  

Through the study of inventions and inventors, students learn how inventions are created, the 

characteristics that inventors share, and the impact major inventions have had on people’s lives. 

 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Reading, writing, vocabulary, science and math (time). This 

unit coincides with the third grade genre study of “Biographies.” 

 21
st
 century themes and skills: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Creativity and Innovation 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership, Cross-Cultural Understanding and Interpersonal 

Communication. 

Unit Rationale 

An integrated unit on inventors and inventions offers an important opportunity for students to 

understand that important ideas come from a variety of people from all sorts of places.  The 

history of inventions and inventors is populated with all types of individuals who developed their 

inventions in many different ways. These inventions have impacted societies over time.  Students 

need to develop their understanding of the invention process and their own ability to brainstorm 

and think in new ways. Innovation, creativity, and problem solving are an integral part of this unit 

of study. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills 

to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 
global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

 Advancements in science and technology can have unintended consequences that 

impact individuals and/or societies. 

 Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of 
new products and services. 

 Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability 
of resources and technology. 

 Creativity and innovation have led to improvements in lifestyle, access to information, 



and the creation of new products. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and 
group goal setting and problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals 

with greater efficiency. 

 Effective communication skills convey intended meaning to others and assist in 
preventing misunderstandings. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.B.9 Relate advances in science and technology to environmental concerns, and to 

actions taken to address them. 

6.1.4.C.12 Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent 

figures that lived in New Jersey. 

6.1.4.C.13 Determine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society. 

6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted 

the economies of New Jersey and the United States. 

6.1.4.C.16 Explain how creativity and innovation resulted in scientific achievement and 

inventions in many cultures during different historical periods. 

6.1.4.C.17 Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an 

agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

6.1.4.C.18 

 

Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased 

collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the 
world. 

 

9.1.4.B.1 

 

Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies 

that foster creative thinking. 

 

9.1.4.C.1 

 

Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in 

completing tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

 

9.1.4.D.1 

 

Use effective oral and written communication in face-to-face and online 

interactions and when presenting to an audience. 

 

9.1.4.D.2 Express needs, wants, and feelings appropriately in various situations. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How have inventions changed the 

world? 

 What is the greatest invention to 

date? Why? How has it had a major 

impact on people’s lives? 

 What drives people to create 

something different?  Why explore 

the unknown? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Modern inventions brought about 

change in American and global 

communities. 

 Inventors have many common 

personal characteristics. 

 Over time, inventions have influenced   
how we live and the way we live. 

 The changes that have taken place due 

to inventions can be viewed as both 

positive and negative depending on the 

viewer. 

 

http://www.njcccs.org/ContentAreaTabularView.aspx?code=6&Desc=Social+Studies


 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Organize events on a timeline. 

 Identify and discuss major scientific discoveries and inventions, the scientists and 

inventors who developed them (e.g., Thomas Edison), and their impact on life today. 

 Learn about lesser known inventors and how their inventions had an impact on 
people’s lives. (e.g., Levi Strauss, William Frisbee, and Margaret Knight). 

 Distinguish between a want and a need. 

 Describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New 
Jersey and the United States. 

 Compare and contrast a modern community with its predecessor. 

 Explain the importance of technology in changing a community, (the railroad, 

automobile, telephone, electricity, etc.)  

 Identify some of the major inventions in history along with their inventors. 

 Discuss how inventors achieved success through their invention. 

 List and discuss common personal characteristics of inventors studied. 

 Discuss the world’s most important invention in terms of impact on people’s lives. 

 Research the improvement or evolvement of an invention. 

 Explore how a product is made through modern manufacturing. 

 Use a flow chart to explain the manufacturing process. 

 Define supply and demand. 

 Analyze and explain how advertising influences consumer choice. 

 Evaluate the importance of international trade and interdependence. 

 Place key historical events and people in historical eras using timelines. 

 Explain how the present is connected to the past. 

 Distinguish fact from fiction. 

 Identify and use a variety of primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the 

past (i.e., documents, letters, diaries, maps, photos, etc.) 

 Use evidence to support an idea in a written and/or oral format. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 

You are an inventor.  Your job is to create an invention that will solve a specific 

problem which will make life easier for members of your community, your family or 

improve your life.  Make a brochure of your invention to convince people to buy it or 

convince them that they need it. 

 

 

Equipment needed: smart board, laptop computer, DVD/VHS player 

Teacher Instructional Resources: 

Classroom text-Harcourt Brace Social Studies 

Teacher made activity sheets and graphic organizers for research 

Various and many classroom literature, both fiction and non-fiction, relating to Inventors and 

Inventions 

Non-fiction library resources for research and reading 

Mural paper, markers, crayons, etc. for creation of timeline 



Biography on The Wright Brothers for read aloud 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Quiz: Match major inventions discussed to the 

inventors who developed them. 

  Observations: Observe students as they 

“debate” what they consider to be the greatest 

invention of all time.  Look for evidence of 

understanding. 

 Group Discussions 

 

 “If They Could See It Now”: Write in the point of view 

of an historic inventor who comes into present time and 

discusses how his/her invention has changed over time. 

 Develop a Timeline: Research an invention using 

nonfiction books and the school data bases. Document 

your findings on a flow chart, and then create a pictorial 

timeline of the evolution of the invention within a small 

group. 

 

 

Integration of Technology: 

 Use the computer lab and/or library computers to research the evolution of an invention. 

 Use classroom laptop computer, printer and smart board for visual images of an invention. 

 Use classroom laptop computer and SMARTboard for visual images of inventors. 

 Use of library or computer lab computers to research the evolution of an invention and put 

information on a timeline. 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

United Streaming for video clips on major inventors and inventions. 

VHS/DVD movies on Thomas Edison and The Wright Brothers 

School data bases for research 

 

http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/15-science/86-inventors-a-inventions.html 

 

http://www.42explore2.com/invent.htm 

 

http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/inventor.html 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Utilize pairing and grouping of activities. 

Deliver instruction in a variety of modalities. 

Provide opportunities to express learning through written assignments and art. 

Express understanding through role playing scenarios. 

Express understanding through the use of problem solving situations. 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/15-science/86-inventors-a-inventions.html
http://www.42explore2.com/invent.htm
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/web/inventor.html

